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labor organization or federation of 
labor organizations. 

(c) Labor organization means an orga-
nization as defined in 5 U.S.C. 
7103(a)(4), which is in compliance with 5 
U.S.C. 7120, or as defined in comparable 
provisions of other laws.

Subpart B—Relationships With Or-
ganizations Representing Fed-
eral Employees and Other Or-
ganizations

§ 251.201 Associations of management 
officials and/or supervisors. 

(a) As part of agency management, 
supervisors and managers should be in-
cluded in the decision-making process 
and notified of executive-level deci-
sions on a timely basis. Each agency 
must establish and maintain a system 
for intra-management communication 
and consultation with its supervisors 
and managers. Agencies must also es-
tablish consultative relationships with 
associations whose membership is pri-
marily composed of Federal super-
visory and/or managerial personnel, 
provided that such associations are not 
affiliated with any labor organization 
and that they have sufficient agency 
membership to assure a worthwhile 
dialogue with executive management. 
Consultative relationships with other 
non-labor organizations representing 
Federal employees are discretionary. 

(b) Consultations should have as 
their objectives the improvement of 
managerial effectiveness and the work-
ing conditions of supervisors and man-
agers, as well as the identification and 
resolution of problems affecting agency 
operations and employees, including 
supervisors and managers. 

(c) The system of communication and 
consultation should be designed so that 
individual supervisors and managers 
are able to participate if they are not 
affiliated with an association of man-
agement officials and/or supervisors. 
At the same time, the voluntary join-
ing together of supervisory and man-
agement personnel in groups of asso-
ciations shall not be precluded or dis-
couraged.

§ 251.202 Agency support to organiza-
tions representing Federal employ-
ees and other organizations. 

(a) An agency may provide support 
services to an organization when the 
agency determines that such action 
would benefit the agency’s programs or 
would be warranted as a service to em-
ployees who are members of the organi-
zation and complies with applicable 
statutes and regulations. Examples of 
such support services are as follows: 

(1) Permitting employees, in appro-
priate cases, to use agency equipment 
or administrative support services for 
preparing papers to be presented at 
conferences or symposia or published 
in journals; 

(2) Using the authority under 5 U.S.C. 
4109 and 4110, as implemented by 5 CFR 
part 410, to pay expenses of employees 
to attend professional organization 
meetings when such attendance is for 
the purpose of employee development 
or directly concerned with agency 
functions or activities and the agency 
can derive benefits from employee at-
tendance at such meetings; and 

(3) Following a liberal policy in au-
thorizing excused absence for other em-
ployees who are willing to pay their 
own expenses to attend a meeting of a 
professional association or other orga-
nization from which an agency could 
derive some benefits. 

(b) Agencies may provide Govern-
ment resources support to organiza-
tions (such as space in Government fa-
cilities for meeting purposes and the 
use of agency bulletin boards, internal 
agency mail distribution systems, elec-
tronic bulletin boards and other means 
of informing agency employees about 
meetings and activities) in accordance 
with appropriate General Services Ad-
ministration regulations contained in 
title 41 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions. The mere provision of such sup-
port to any organization is not to be 
construed as Federal sponsorship, sanc-
tion, or endorsement of the organiza-
tion or its activities.
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